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The other day a person stopped me and said, “I know Jesus, and I am nervous. Those who don’t know Him must be scared 
to death!”  I agree. The headlines that face us every day on the news seem to be prophetic.  Rumors of wars, nation against 
nation, famine and natural disasters…yep, this is today’s news.

So, what can we do? We share Jesus. It is not the time to huddle together and be afraid to confront the culture. NO! We 
must boldly live out our faith and share our faith on a daily basis. I’m thankful for the privilege of leading SDEA for the last 
30 years in presenting the Gospel. The last decade of our ministry has been one of the most fruitful ever. We have been 
blessed to share the Gospel face to face with more than 900,000 individuals. Over 32,000 people have decided to follow 
Christ, and countless lives, families, and communities have been impacted with Christ.  It is a precious gift!

As a follower of Christ, we are encouraged to keep our sights on the vision of the future, not the memories of the past. 
I believe the best is still ahead! We have many opportunities to share the Gospel. Even though in this year alone we saw 
3,200 people make decisions for Christ, there are so many more who need to hear and receive the gift of salvation.  We 
cannot horde the greatest gift this world can ever receive.

What are the plans for the future? I am excited to say in 2018 SDEA will continue to share the Gospel through events, 
opportunities, and creative settings.  We are planning Safe At Home events, Conferences, Tours, Camps, several city outreach 
events plus a new and exciting opportunity, utilizing technology.  

I want to introduce to you “The Best Story Ever Told”.  It is a 3 1/2 minute video that you can use to share Christ with your 
friends.  We are planning follow-up as well as future videos that will go beyond the platform into homes, on cellphones, and 
on all type of media devices to share the Gospel.  It is available to view or download at: thebeststoryever told.com.

The first video brings the Message to the forefront. We live in a dark world. What is darkness? It is the absence of light.  
We are constantly seeing His light vaporize from culture, and without light darkness grows.  John 3:19 tells us the reality, 
Christ has come into the world, but the world rejected Him and loved darkness more than light.  He is the LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD!

Finally, I need your help. Would you prayerfully consider continuing your par tnership with SDEA in 2018?   I recognize that 
many good causes grab your attention. However, you and I both know that without Christ, there really is no Hope.  Help 
us spread this Hope today.

Scott Dawson

“You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such 

things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.”  Matthew 24:6-7
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As commanded in 2 Corinthians 5:18, ...God has given us the task of reconciling people to Him. This year, our Team has 
been reminded that the Lord is in control of His work and we must trust Him.  From experiencing our first rainout 
in 25 years, during Safe At Home with the Kansas City Royals, to an estimated BarnFest crowd of 10,000 in a field in 
western Tennessee, our goal has been to be His ambassadors to a dark world.

We are continually thankful for so many who stand with us in prayer, service and financial support to allow us to be 
used as His hands, feet and voice in festivals, Mayors Prayer Breakfasts, Student Pastor Retreats, Pastors Appreciation 
Breakfasts, youth retreats, special church services, school assemblies and wherever doors are open.



Strength to Stand exists to proclaim Jesus to a generation of students searching for identity, purpose and hope.  For nearly 30 years now, we’ve been utilizing 
evangelistic events to fulfill our mission – and it all star ted with a single conference in 1987.  Over the years, God has graciously blessed our ministry and 

we’ve grown into multiple conferences, summer camps, a spring tour, and a student pastor retreat.  Each of our events are carefully and prayerfully crafted to 
elevate Jesus above all.  Our hope is to partner with the local church by providing compelling gospel-centric teaching and engaging worship at each of our 

events.  We intentionally place evangelism as the top priority in our events and build our programming to ensure that only one name matters most – JESUS!

CONFERENCE

STUDENT PASTORS TOLD US…

“We come to the conference for any number of 

reasons, but when you are able to see students 

respond to the Gospel that is the greatest reason 

of all!”

“Believe it or not, I am a youth leader.  I made the 

decision to rededicate my life to Christ and to be 

a stronger leader.”

Every winter between Christmas and New Years, as well as, Martin Luther 
King’s birthday, Strength to Stand Conferences take place in Pigeon Forge 
and Sevierville, TN.  This past year, over 11,000 students and leaders attended 
the Conference.  Students from 440 churches were challenged from the 
core verses in Hebrews 12:1-3 to be continually Renewed, Redeemed and 
Released from this world by the message and love of Jesus.  Thankfully we 
were able to see 1,299 students publically commit their lives to Christ.  



TOUR

STUDENT PASTORS TOLD US…

“We had a blast, and we are already planning the next one.  This was the 

first time we had tried a conference style retreat, and it worked out very well.  

The students stayed interested the whole time.  We had five rededications 

and two first time commitments.  Thanks again for all that y’all do.”

“Many of my teens really opened 

up about issues that they have 

experienced during our church time – 

attempted suicides, cutting, depression,  

         anxiety, divorce…I could go on.”

“RE” words continued to be featured 
as we moved from Conference 
to our Strength to Stand Tour.  In 
six cities, we studied the book of 
Nehemiah and saw how the Lord 
can help us Rebuild our walls, 
Restore our gates and Revive our 
cities.  Of the 1,846 students who 
attended the Tour, we know of 144 
who made commitments to Christ.

Almost 800 students joined us in Panama City for our summer 
Strength to Stand Camps.  17% of those attending made 
commitments to Christ as they were challenged to see their lives 
through the lens of Scripture and to understand why they exist and 
their purpose while living in this world.

CAMP

STUDENT PASTORS 
TOLD US…



THE BEST 
STORY EVER TOLD

THEBESTSTORYEVERTOLD.COM

Long time friend and supporter of SDEA, Rebecca Shaw Christian, 
passed away October 15, 2016.  For years she helped Scott Dawson tell 
people the Best Story Ever Told; the story of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

As Rebecca looked into the future, she wanted to continue to help 
Scott with his ministry.  The result is that SDEA is able to introduce 
TheBestStoryEverTold.com, which is a new video and website designed 
to be a personal ministry tool. 

Make this  a tool  for you to 

use to tel l  people you know 

the Best Story Ever Told  

– Jesus!
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